
NIK KERSHAW/CULTURE CLUB/WHAMI/FRANKIE 

ANNIE LENNOX/SLADE/THOMPSON TWINS/BANANARAMA 

THE BAND AID SINGLE: WE WERE THERE! 




SEPTEMBER SONG 

IAN McCULLOCH 


INVISIBLE ALISON MOYET 11 

IT AIN’T NECESSARILY SO 

BRONSKIBEAT 11 

TONIGHT DAVID BOWIE 16 

EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE PAUL YOUNG 16 

WE ALL STAND TOGETHER PAUL McCARTNEY & 
THECHORUS OF FROGS 20 

FRESH KOOL & THE GANG 23 

RIDDLE ME UB40 27 

ROUND AND ROUND SPANDAU BALLET 29 

ONE NIGHT IN BANGKOK MURRAY HEAD ~37 

DO THEY KNOW IT'S CHRISTMAS? BAND AID 51 

LAY YOUR HANDS ON ME THOMPSON TWINS 55 

SINCE YESTERDAY STRAWBERRY 
SWITCHBLADE 56 

PRIVATE DANCER TINA TURNER 58 

WHO’S THAT GIRL THE FLYING PICKETS 67 

LOVE LIGHT IN FLIGHT STEVIE WONDER 69 

WHERE THE ROSE IS SOWN BIG COUNTRY 72 

LAST CHRISTMAS WHAM! 73 

THE POWER OF LOVE FRANKIE GOES TO 
HOLLYWOOD 81 



THE SLADE STORY: 20 YEARS OF STOMPING 14/15 
TRUE OR FALSE?: ANOTHER CRYPTIC QUIZ 41 

ANNIE LENNOX: CENTRESPREAD 44/45 

STRAWBERRY SWITCHBLADE: SCABBY 
WITCHES FROM SCOTLAND?” 56/57 

BANAN ARAMA: HANGOVERS! CARPETS! 
MISSIONARIES! MORE! 70/71 

DAVID BOWIE: POSTER 84 



BITZ: EURYTHMICS, DAVID BALL, METROPOLIS 

4/5/6Z7 


BITZ COMPETITIONS: MICHAEL JACKSON ACTION 
MEN, STATUS QUO STUFF, HOWARD JONES 4/5/6/7 
SINGLES: BY LESLEY WHITE 19 

GET SMART: GIRLTALK, DEPECHE MODE 25 

PERSONAL FILE: STEVE WRIGHT 36 

CROSSWORD: GET IT FILLED IN 42 

THE SMASH HITS YEARBOOK: GET YOURS 46 
STAR TEASER: STRAIN YOUR BRAIN 52 

COMPETITION WINNERS: WEEKEND , BOWIE, 
BANANARAMA, MEAT LOAF 52 

DATES: FRANKIE, THOMPSON TWINS, ALISON 
MOYET 60 

RSVP: MATE MAIL 60 

LETTERS: THE RIGHTTO WRITE 63/64 

MUTTERINGS: SSS H! NO\ THEY DIDN'T. OOH! 83 

COVER: STRAWBERRY SWITCHBLADE BY ERIC WATSON 




WIN A CHRISTMAS 
PARTY! 

LPs, hi-fi, food, camera, film, balloons, 
streamers, you NAME IT, it’s YOURS. 

76/77 


30 / 31/32 


NIK 

KERSHAW 

The Riddle Takes 
To The Road 



FRANKIE 

GOTO 

AMERICA 


and don’t get a very 
warm reception 


79/80 
























































BALLBEARINGS 


Take half of Soft Cell, his wife and a friend 



and you’ve got Other People 


“Now That's What I Call Music 
Four”, another double album of hits 
by Culture C{ub, Nik Kershaw, 
Llmahl etc (copies can be won on 
page 77), is also available on video. 
Including the videos for 20 hits and 
lasting for 85 minutes, it’s pretty 
good value at£19.95 (approx). 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 




• Oh Gawd. A group of dancers 
called Dream Team (which includes 
Umahl's sister, Caroline) have 
reworked the old Supremes' hit 
“Floy Joy" as a tribute to Boy 
George called, logically enough, 
“Boy George". Let's all just draw a 



• Virgin Records claim they're still 
being pestered by Japan fans and 
thus have bunged out a bargain 
double LP “retrospective" 
compilation entitled “Exorcising 
Ghosts". It contains full-length 
versions of stuff from the group's 
final three years, a four-page insert 
with a//the lyrics from “Quiet Life", 
“Gentlemen Take Polaroids" and 
“Tin Drum" (the original LPs had no 
lyric sheets) and two unreleased 
instrumental tracks called "Life 
Without Buildings" and "A Foreign 



1984 

SOUNDTRACK: 
BIG BOTHER! 


• A war is raging over the 
soundtrackforthefilm 1984. Or 
the two soundtracks, to be 
precise: one by Eurythmics and 
one by some bloke called 
Dominic Muldowney. 

The film's director Michael 
Radford made a speech on the 
televised Standard Film Awards in 
which he claimed that the 
Eurythmics soundtrack was "foisted 
upon him" and that he couldn't 
believe "that two people who are 

so grossly with something that is 
somebody else’s work". 

Strong words. The Eurythmics 
were so miffed about this speech 
that they've issued an answering 
statement. It points out that a) they 
had no idea that there was another 


day before its release and b) that 
director Radford had been in contact 
with them throughout the period they 
were working on theirs. 

“We would not have even 
considered a request to write a 


Michael Radford's misleading 



■Jermaine Jackson (30) on December 
■Chas Hodges of Chas and Dave (41) 


The case continues, the film is out 
with bits of both soundtracks and, 
well, it’s all good publicity of course. 



WestMkflands 


113-117 Wardour Steel 
London W1 


■Gordon Liddle of Bilbo Baggins (32) 
on December 15 ’(What's this doing 
here?-Ed) 

■Nick Beggs of Ka|agoogoo (23) on 
■Benny Andersson of Abba (38) on 
December 16 

■Simon Bates (37) on December 17 

■Keith Richards of The Rolling Stones 
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•Dang-a-dang-a-dang-a-dang ., 


John Shearlaw's “Again And 
Again", a ripping rock read stuffed 
with pics of blokes with v. long hair 
and tatty jeans, and then there's 
the video- “End Of The Road ‘84", 
60 minutes of red hot BOOGIE 
from the stage of Milton Keynes. 

And f/na//ythere'-° i ‘- 




name of Status Quo? Was it a) The 
Matchstick Men, b) The Strum- 
Alongs, c)The Spectres or d)The 
Jimi Hendrix Experience? 

Answers on a postcard or the back 
of an envelope to Smash Hits Quo 
ComDetition. 52-55 Carnaby 


Nick Rhodes: 
’Ave an art 



This, friends, is what those in the Art 
game call an “abstract Polaroid” and 
'tis culled from Nick Rhodes’ 
bumper book of same, Interference 
(Michael Joseph, £5.95). It’s called 
“Gadgets That Are Good (2nd 


titled, indistinct, arty and, of course, 
abstract. Intrigued? Well, Bitz has 
ten big copies of the book, each one 
signed by the artist himself, and we 
intend, with the minimum of fuss, to 


Nick Rhodes’cat is called a) 
Tiddles, b) Sebastian, c) or d)As Yet 
Untitled? 

Answers on a postcard or the back 
of an envelope to Smash Hits Nick 
Rhodes Competition,, 52-55 
Carnaby Street, London W1V1PF, 
to get here no later than December 
19. First ten correct answers out of 
the bag get a well arty book each. 


One Of These Blokes... 


...is now a very famous pop star 



• When you're setting out on the wibbly-wobbly road to pop 
stardom, it's jolly importantto keep one step ahead of 

: . 

“Yes!” the group’s stylish, imp-sized singer might have 
quipped. “It's tie-dyed grandad vests, dodgy old flares and 
Crossroads waitress-styled hair-dos for me from now on. 
There are no snoods on us, playmates!" Yes, but just who 
are the trendy tunesters? 

Well, sad to say, readers, this snap was actually taken 
some 13 years ago, in 1971; the place: a church hall in the 


village of Rushmere, Suffolk; the band: Thor- four pupils at 
Northgate High School, Ipswich; the event: the band’s first 
ever “gig”... And a/sotheir/as/ever gig, for shortly after 
this memorable debut, they “evolved” into Half Pint Hog, 
then they became Hogg - and then the singer began to 
change his mind about the snoods ... 

A big Bitz “cheers, mates” to Sarah George of Ipswich 
who spotted this picture of Nik Kershaw’s - for it is he, 
second left-first group in her local paper and, naturally, 
sent it straight to us. 



No-one except Giorgio Moroder. The infamous disco 
pioneer and film music man decided that- given a 
contemporary soundtrack - Metropolis could be taken out 
of the arty film clubs and put into local Odeons. 

He may be right. Bitz has seen his version, loved the film, 
thrilled to the pounding sound effects and has given a 
‘thumbs aloft’ to the odd dashes of added colour. Thing is, 
it's ruddy annoying that, every time something is about to 
happen, you get treated to a fearfully loud burst of croaking 
from someone like Bonnie Tyler or the (mercifully unkown) 
American rock-pop group Loverboy. 

In fact, apart from Freddie Mercury's “Love Kills", Bitz 
reckons it’s a film to be seen but not heard. 


o 









o 





When Cameras Go Crazy! 


• Who'd be a photographer? What thanks do you get? 
You take the trouble to hang around all day for some pop 
star to walk by, leap out from behind a parked car to take 

their photo and get greeted wit" -'-“ - 'jam 

--1 in murky nightcli 


direction of anyone famous - just to make them feel, 
y’know, wanted- and they start making rude signs at you 
and pulling funny faces. There's gratitude for you. 


raw, hardhitting, abrasive (oh, for crying out loud, get on 
with it!-Ed) band who've recently had a Number One 
single and LP in the independent charts are looking for a 
new producer. If you think you could be the technical 
genius to really harden up their drum sound without 



watering down their gritty, passionate vocals, give Nigel 
Norton a ring on 01 -833 3625. The lucky person chosen to 
produce New Model Army will win a free pair of genuine 
Yorkshire millworker's clogs (with bootlaces). 

And presumably get paid. Stranger things have 



• Cue lashings of dry ice. Cue 
Midge Ure looking rather 
moody. An Ultravox greatest 
hits on video’ vid has been 
rush-released. 

It’s got what you'd expect- the 
films for “Vienna”, “ Reap The Wild 
Wind”, “Dancing With Tears In My 
Eyes” etc. 



• Phew! Something called The 
Great Rock ‘N’ Roll Sale is 
being held at the Hammersmith 
Odeon in London on Saturday, 
December8from 1-5 pm. 

Heaps of official tour merchandise 
from people like Spandau Ballet, 
Nik Kershaw and David Bowie are 
being flogged for not-too-expensive 
prices. And the admission, bargain¬ 



• Revealed at last! 
How Aztec Camera 

got their name. 

Here is the first official 
picture of a genuine 
16th century Aztec 
Camera discovered, 'tis 
claimed, by "Sir Archie 
Price during the 
infamous Peruvian 



of the British Museum 
and was inspired to 
name his group after it. 
In the opinion of Bitz, 

completely bonkers. 



lain 


Howard Jones 
Rules... 


• Howard Jones has just put out a 
new LP. Well, new/s/). It's “The 12" 
Album’, a collection of six extended 
mixes of some of his evergreen 
classics - like “Always Asking 


Love?”, “Like To GetTo Know You 
Well”, “Pearl In The Shell” and 


“Total Conditioning”. And, 
whadayaknow, we here at Bitz have 
got 25 copies to quite literally give 
away along with 25 Howard Jones 
12" rulers - just the job for 
measuring things, hitting people 


class etc. To win an LP and 
matching ruler just jot down the 
answer to the following question on 
a postcard or the back of an 
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£j Details: double-b«w 
jacket. White, navy, 
Sizes XS,S,M,L. £17 
■ Cotton twill jeans. 
Dark grey or moss grei 
Waist 28-36 .£ 14 . 99 . 
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Where value is 
always in fashion 




DURAN DURA 


dll lure CLUB 


DAViD BOWiE 
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CULTURECLUB IN AMERICA 







ors every night saying things like 


BOY GEORGS 
IS EYIL!’” 

They don't quite know what to make of Culture Club in the 
Southern States of America. And their tour's not exactly 
selling out in the rest of the country either. But is Boy George 
worried? Ask David Keeps. 


"I think we were right to do this tour. 
It was positive and, although I was 
very pessimistic at the beginning, 
Jon's like the backbone of the band 
and he kept saying 'No, we've 
planned it, we knew it was going to 



and the reviews got out of hand. It 
was as if there was a huge backlash 
againstCultureClub. 

I wouldn't say that many journalists 
were perceptive. Receptive, yeah, 
but I don't think they actually see 
things for what they are. A lot of 

" ‘ ire starstruck, they can't 
normal person. When 
out Culture Club arguing, 
ome big deal-you're 
ing that artists and famous 
: don't argue, they don't have 
js, they don't smash plates up, 
don't chuck cups of coffee over 
i other. Which is complete 

ible fights with Jon. It's life. 

■vant to destroy that illusion that 
! anything but hun 


it was going to be hard but we're 
winning now. It's very good for the 
band and we've just gone into the 
album chart at 30 over a lot of people 

like Bryan Adams and Pat Benatar. 

We've had great reactions. Dallas 
(the first concert of their American 
tour) wasn't sold out but there 1 
enough people there to warrant a 
concert. Last year we played in 
France to 700 people which is less 
than our first gig before we signed, 
and Roy was saying, 'Why are thert 
no people here?' but mv attitude w; 

go out and play. And--_ 

gig, a lot more fun than most big gigs. 
And I think that, if you're bigenough 
to go out and play, you should be 
commended for doing that. 

A lot of bands would maybe have 
cancelled Dallas but' ' 


bullshit goes out the window - you 
know, "Shock horror, Boy George is 
getti ng too big for his boots." My 
reality is much the same as it's always 

People say: "How do you cope 
with success?" And my attitude to that 


responsibilities of being a star and 
what it can do to you and what it 
entails, you've still got to live in the 
real world. 

Of course, you have to be careful: 
you just don't go walking down the 
street. But you mustn't be paranoid. 
You must be able to go out of your 
house and get in your car. I mean, if 
you asked Michael Jackson to go and 
buy a packet of Woodbines, he'd 
have a hard job, if you know what I 
mean. Maybe I should have used 
Michael Jackson in the video for 'The 
Medal Song' because he's a recluse 
and he's really defeated the whole 
object of success. You can't celebrate 

to an empty concert hall. 

You know a lot of stars make the 


in front of them, forgetting that t 
make-up artist, the hairdresser 
the chauffeur and all these li 


protesters every night, everywhere 
down South, outside the shows, 
saying things like, 'Boy George is 






The problem is, when you're 
famous, you get carted around and 
treated very well, so, even if a place is 
a bit rough, you still don't get the 
brunt of it. 

Even though there are some places 
that I hated, there were loads of fans 


dream of saying that I 
or that place. 

Acts like Prince and Michael 


this place 


the few industries where you can be 
like a dustbin and suddenly become i 
worldwide superstar. You can have 



somebody put £ „ 


_j, like New York, because they 

like that kind of premeditated act, 
they go for that in a big way. I love 
-'- ^ng the small towns, you get great 


00 people oi 



going. But that put a bad 


0 




THE SLAI 


Ten years ago, Slade’s scarf-waving boot-stomping pop songs made them 
the biggest group in Britain. And now they’re back. “Same Approach. 
Same line-up. Same silly faces.” Tom Hibbert tells the tale. 



first question you ask following this 
brush with the Time Tunnel?" I 
!er what’s on telly?" of course. 

-switch it on and if you don't see 

a pop group called Slade performing 
their latest hit, I'll eat my hat. You 
see, back then, Slade were always 
on telly. And they always had hits. 
With six Number 1 singles and three 
Number 1 albums (not to mention all 
the records that only got to Number 
2) in less than three years, Slade 
were the biggest'm the winter of 
1974. Their full-length feature film, 
Slade in Flame, was about to open 
around the country and the future 
looked rosy and bright... 

Early in 1975, Slade went to 
America to “break the States". They 
were never heard of again ... 


an't think of one group that's 


me one other group that’s done that, 
Erm, I'll have to think about that. Ir 


B ack in Wolverhampton in 
1965, Neville'Noddy' 
Holder, fresh out of school, 
was playing guitar in The Mavericks, 
the backing group for a singer called 
Steve Brett. Brett was quite a big 
cheese in the clubs of the Midlands, 
but Noddy was fed up. The money 
wasn't too bad but the music was 
driving him barmy; night after night 
he had to go 'plunk-a-plunk' on his 
guitar while Brett crooned and 
sobbed his way through ? 


Powell, bassist Jimmy Lea (ex¬ 
violinist with the Stafford Youth 
Orchestra) and singer Johnny 
Howells asked Noddy to take his 
place. When Howells quit the band 
in April 1966, Noddy took over the 
singing and the future Slade line-up 


The 'N Betweens went through a 
soul phase, a rhythm and blues 
phaseandamod phase in the space 
of about two weeks and, by the end 
of 1966, their music was becoming 
rather rum. They did Motown, they 
did spaced-out hippie music from 
America, they did mind-bashing 
boogie, they even did twin lead 
guitar ‘freak outs'. But people in 
clubs seemed to quite like it and the 
dates piled up. 

After a gig at Tiles Club in 
London's Oxford Street one night in 
1966, a mysterious figure came into 
the 'N Betweens dressing room and 
said: "You guys are most original 
band I've ever seen.” He turned out 
to be the eccentric American pop 
producer/adventurer Kim Fowley, a 


Tiles gig, he took them into Regent 
Sound studios and gave them two 
numbers to record for a single. 
Fowley managed to persuade 
Columbia to release the ' M 


S hrugging off this episode, 
The ‘N Betweens moved 

catastrophe. This time the setting 
was the sun-kissed Bahamas 
where, in 1967, they secured a 


_ » 

__j, we backed strippers, 

we backed third-rate soul singers, 
we backed fourth -rate soul singers. 
It was quite funny, actually." 

Finally, in 1968, things began to 
look up when the group got an 
audition with Fontana Records. The 
man in charge, Jack Bavistock, 








>E STORY 



Noddy Holder: “We backed fire-eaters. We backed middle-aged limbo 
dancers. We backed strippers. We backed third-rate soul singers. We 
backed fourth-rate soul singers. It was quite funny, actually.” 


loved the sound but hated the name; 
he rechristened them Ambrose 
Slade, after his secretary's handbag 

possessions. Funny girl) and offered 
Ambrose Slade’s first LP, 


_iofsongs^y 

The Moody Blues, Frank Zappa, The 
Beatles and others, all treated in the 
wobbly ‘progressive’ style of the day 
and it was a hopeless failure. The 
group were now taken under the 
wing of manager Chas Chandler 


appearance in general. It was time, 
in fact, to think’’Image''. 

Noddy, Don, Dave and Jimmy 
thought for a bit and came up with 
what seemed like art utterly briMiant 

put on braces and bovver boots and 
go skinhead! It didn't seem such a 
bright idea after all, however, when 
real skins started turning up to their 
gigs and demanding stomping blue- 


ages for their hair to grow back 


B 


.singles behind ti¬ 


ed doomed to 


eternal obscurity; t__ 

raucous version of Bobby Marchan's 
"Get Down And Get With It” became 
a surprise Top Twenty hit and they 
perked up a bit. Chas Chandler now 
insisted that the group start writing 
their own songs. This had hardly 
occurred to them before but when 
Jimand Noddy got together and ^ 

was simplicity itself. At the first 

lStormXfor’s e ucoess h 
‘"Coz I Luv You' came like a piece 
of cake," says Noddy. “Itwas just a 
jamming beat written in half an hour 


and from then on the hits flowed: th 
spelling errors- "Look Wot You 
Dun", "Mama Weer All Crazee 
Now”, "GudbuyTJane” etc.- 


other group that's done that?” 

caused tut-tutting amongst snooty 
teachers; the stage clobber - Dave 
Hill tottered about on the most 

and pulled faces beneath his 
ridiculous haircut while Noddy, in his 
horrible tartan suits and mirror- 
festooned toppers, leered and rolled 
his eyes about-was disturbing to 
faint-hearts. But then they went to 
America and they were never heard 
of again. Until recently. 

A A #hat went wrong? “We were 
■flW too English for the 
W Americans,” says Don. 
“They didn't understand about 
football." “They were all stoned 
hippies and after The Eagles we 
seemed like a two minute 
commercial,” says Dave. Slade 
spent two years in the States and 
when they returned, they had been 


Dave: “People used to look at my 
silly face on the train and say 'Ere, 
weren’t you that group Slade? Nah, 
you must be his brother."' 


Slade returned to the clubs from 
whence they'd come, playing to 
audiences of three fat men and a 
dog; they released an album wryly 
titled “Whatever Happened To 
Slade”; very slowly they began to 
build anew following. After their 
rowdy, barnstorming appearance at 
the 1980 Reading Festival, word 
began to spread that not only did 
Slade still exist but that they were as 
stompingly engaging as ever. Later 
that year, the group's Christmas 
single from 1973, “Merry Xmas 
Everybody", was re-released and 
got back into the charts - and again 
in 1981 - and again in 1982. And 
then, when they came out with “My 
Oh My”, well, it was as if Slade had 
never been away. 

" Name me one other groujj that’s 

struggling with Dave Hill's guestion. 
Erm... The Bee Gees! Big in the 
late '60s, big in the late '70s, silence 


“Yeh but tneycame back as a 
different group. First they were pop, 
thentheyweredisco. Wehavent 
changed. Same line-up. Same 
approach. Same silly faces. 1 mean, 
look at my hair. Same hair!" 
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Everything will Im aNMftlMl0ft 
Said everything will kdMMMlM 
No-one moves no-one talks 
No-one thinks no-one walks tonight 


I am gonna love yon 'til the end 
‘ "1 love you’til I reach the end 


No-one thinks no-one walks tonight (tonight tonight) 

"■tfflssr 

Words and music David Bowie/lggy Pop 
Reproduced by permission EMI Music Pubs Ltd/Virgin 
Music Pubs Ltd 
On EMI America Records 




















AVAILABLE IN 7" + 12" 

AND 7" PICTURE DISC 
PREVIOUSLY UNRELEASED B SIDE 




































be getting its way. As pop ballads go • ECHO BASE: Out Of My Reach 

. * (DEP) About whom I know precisely 

nothing but assume to be another 
happy addition to UB40's 
„ Birmingham stable. Difficult to 

groomed away. I'd hate to see her m . 


THECARS: Y 

(WEA) From the back-wash of tne 
US New Wave movement to their 1 

recent rediscovery by the New York ' 
art crowd-Andy Warhol directed ' 

their last video and littered it with J 

trendy night-life celebrities - The 
Cars still sound the same. Same ( 

conventional pop masquerading as ( 
cool style, same modern-love lyrics, , 
same appeal to people who go to , 



:MT%& 


l WHAM! Last Christmas (Epic) And 

» the public gets what the public 

i mega-duo celebrate a 


l mega-hit-no doubt about that. 

» Well, it is Christmas and George 

» young-love crisis while Andrew 
» looks on sympathetically and the 

• Whamlettes swoon. For all 

• musicologists out there note the 

• close similarity to Peaches & Herb's 



• Moody cover shots ai 

• THOMPSON TWINS: Lay Your 

• ds On Me (Arista) WOW! A 
. new single from THE TWINS! HEY! 
J CRITICAL! FABEROONI! etr TU ~ 


single, "MothersTalk". Effective 

and powerful pop with an insidious m T , mncnn , . r, n A i 

chorus you'll find yourself singing at • Thompson Twins ™_themselves i 



, the almost enviable position of 
, having invented their own clir L z ~ 


ALVIN STARDUST: So Near To 
Christmas (Chrysalis); GARY 
GLITTER: Another Rock And Roll 
Christmas (Arista) The one as 

tackily tasteless as his artificial 
ifinest • Christmas tree; the other as 
of the old • overbearingly theatrical as his parish 
• pantomime. Christmas? Humbug! 


CAPTAIN SENSIBLE: Christmas 
Catalogue (A&M) Slightly-let's 
not go overboard - more appealing 

b-sfde where the Captaintreats us 
to a typically wiggy version^oTyes, 

Mike Read censored words) and 
sounds as if he's rea//yenjoying 


JULIAN LENNON:Valotte 

jrisma) A curious proposition i 
in: the physical resemblance tc 
his father, a vocal style similar to 
Uncle McCartney's, a penchant for 


and i wish it well.' But why does he 
always look so miserable? Born too 


ROD STEWART: Trouble (WEA) In 


the endless round of ditching old 
blondes, finding young ones and 
wearing scoop-neck t-shirts to 
reflect on the sorry fate of the 
ageing Romeo. A palatable miss- 


KIM WILDE: The Touch (MCA) The 

relaunched career of the formerly 
fairly divine Miss Wilde fails to be 
terribly convincjng.J'his record's 



STEVIE WONDER: Love Light In 
Flight (Motown) Another song 
from the soundtrack of The Woman 
In Red. Stevie's name and voice 
save this superior wallpaper music 



MARC ALMOND: Tenderness Is A 

pale and hate your parents" is how 
Boy George once defined Marc 
Almond's rather peculiar style. Thi s 


guitar and the man who really 


manage to stay locked in his 
bedroom for three years. Almond's 
fun-loving ways we * 1 
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JAZZIN’ 

FOR 

BLUE 

JEAN 

FULL LENGTH 
EXTENDED VIDEO 

AVAILABLE ON STEREO VHS & BETA HI-FI 
VHS: MVS9900274 BETA: MXS 9900274 

OUT NOW 
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YES! THEY’RE HERE! THE LYRICS YOU’VE ALL BEEN 

WeAU Stand Together 

Paul McCartney 
& TheFrogChorus 

Bong bong bong 
Bong bong bong bong bong 

Side by side hand in hand we all stand together 

Bong bong bong (baiea) 

Bong bong bong (baiea) 

Play the game fight the fight 
But what’s the point on a beautiful night 
Arm in arm hand in hand we all stand together 

Bong bong bong 
Bong bong bong bong bong 

La keeping us warm in the night 
La la la la walk in the light you ’ll get it right 
Do do do do do do do do do do do 
Do do do do do 

ia°w miaow mt * Ssshhhh > 

La keeping us warm in the night 
La la la la walk in the light you ’ll get it right 
Win or lose sink or swim 
One thing iscertain we’ll never give in ^ 


(La la la la la la la la la) 
(La la la la la la la) 
(La la la la la la la la la la) 
(La la la la) 

We all stand together 













WHAM! 

LAST CHRISTMAS 


OUT NOW!THE 7" IN SPECIAL LYRIC GATEFOLD SLEEVE AND THE PUDDING MIX 12" 








Dixons 


Unbeatable 
Keyboard Deals! 
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“Oh it’s a long while from May to December” 


September Song 

a single by 

IAN McCULLOCH 

available on 7& limited edition 12"version with poster 
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COT A QUESTION ABOUT POP THERE'S 101 (III ALMOST NOTHING) EIIDA CAN'T ANSWER. SIND HER A POSTCARD: LINDA, GET SMART, SMASH HITS, 52-55 CARNABY STREET, LONDON W1V1PE 



Iwaich Top Of The Pops every week and 
it has just occurred to me that the people 
dancing are the same every week. 

Please can you tell me how they are able 
to do this and if they get paid? 

J. Gregory, West Derby. 

Each week the studio audience at TOTP is made 
up of approximately 120 members of the general 
public plus 16 professional dancers - eight 
'camera-helpers’ and eight 'cheer-leaders' (to get 
people dancing). Booked by producer Michael 
Hurtl through a theatrical agency called Trends, it 
is true that he tends to use the same people every 
week- “it makes the job easier" - and these all get 
paid the regular agency fee for a day's work. To get 
into Trendsbooks.youfirsthavetopassthe 
audition-they're held every five weeks in London 
- while they also recommend you already hold an 
Equity card. However, they insist they're “always 
looking for young talent" so for more information, 
enclose SAE to: Trends Management, 54 Lisson 
Street, London NW1. 

I’m madly in love with Karen from the 
new group Girltalk. Can you tell me all 
about her and find out what sort of boys 
she likes (dark and good looking ones 
like me, maybe?!) 



Bom June 29,1970 in Hornchurch, Essex, Karen 
formed Girltalk when she was just 13. With older 
sister Julie now in the group, they've put out two 
singles on Innervisionsofar, "Marvellous Guy” 
and "Can The Rhythm", while they plan to record 
the third single in New York in January. Karen's 
written about 25 songs so far- “they're all about 
love" - but is currently unattached. So what's your 
ideal boyfriend? "I don’t know really (Giggles). A 
good-looking one, I suppose." (More Giggles). 
What about personality? "Just someone who's 
nice, really.. .''YoucanwritetoGirltalkc/o 
Innervision, 60 Parker Street, London WC2. 
Could you possibly get Mark King (bass 
player of Level 42) to answer these few 
questions for me? 1) Out of all Level 42’s 
albums, which is his favourite and least 
favourite: 2) Is he married? and 3) What 
has he done with the little teddybear that 
Maxine, Justine and Emily threw on 
stage at the Ipswich Gaumont on 
November 10? 

Level 42Fan, Shropshire. 



His favourite LP is "Level 42" (released August 
'81) because “itwas the first one and everything 
was new and exciting.. .’’Least favourite “has to 
be ‘The Pursuit Of Accidents' (released 
September '82) simply because everything wasn't 
as new and exciting...” Mark is, in fact, a married 
man and he and his Dutch wife Pia have a little girl 
called Florrie. Finally, Mark does remember the 
teddy from the Gaumont concert and -you 
guessed it - has given it to Florrie who plays with it 
everyday... He also gets underwear thrown on 
stage and this goes to Pia. Now you know. 


Could you please print a list of all the 
songs that appeared in the very first 
edition of Smash Hits. Also, please sho 
us what Depeche Mode looked like whi 
they first started out. 

David Murphy, Johnstone. 



With a close-up of baby-faced French punk Plastic 
Bertrand on the cover, songs were: “Walk On By" 
- The Stranglers, “Sha La La La Lee” - our friend 
Bertrand, “Three TimesALady"-The 
Commodores, “5-7-0-5”-CityBoy, "SatisfyMy 
Soul” - Bob Marley, "Come On Dance Dance” - 
Saturday Night Band, “Abdul And Cleopatra” - 
Jonathan Richman And The Modem Lovers, 

" From East To West" - Voyage, “ Last Dance” - 


Lights"- Renaissance, ''Supemature"-Cerrone, 
"Substitute" - Clout, “ Boogie Oogie Oogie" - 
Taste Of Honey, “It’s The Same Old Song" - KC 
And The Sunshine Band, “Identity" - X-Ray Spex, 
“I Wanna Be Your Boyfriend" - The Rubinoos, 
“Disco Inferno" - The Trammps, “Stuff Like That” 
- Quincy Jones and “Prodigal Son” - Steel Pulse. 
Published as amonthly in September 1978, our 
1 ssues department don't have a single copy 


Can you tell me what record Davia 
Jensen plays whilst doing the 
countdown on his Top 40 show? It’s very 
familiar but I can’t work out what it is. 

Carol, Manchester. 

Bearing the groovy title of "The Network Chart 
Scene". it was written soecia 


by the company responsible for all Capital's 
jingles', Standard Sound Productions. However, 
they don't have any plans to release it as a single. 
The Capital Top 40 show goes out every Sunday 


the ones when he was the vocalist i 


OzzyFan, Stoke-on-Trent. 

From his Black Sabbath days, LPs were: "Black 
Sabbath" (1970), “Paranoid" (70), “Master Of 
Reality” (71), “Black Sabbath Volume 4” (72), 
“Sabbath Bloody Sabbath” (73), "We Sold Our 
Souls For Rock And Roll" (75), "Sabotage” (76), 
“Technical Ecstacy” (76), “Greatest Hits” ('77) 
and “Never Say Die" (78). He then went on to form 
the Blizzard Of Oz and released: "Blizzard Of Oz" 
('80), "Diary Of A Madman" ('81), “Talk Of The 
Devil" ('82) and “Bark At The Moon" ('83). 


The address is: Everly Brothers International Fan 
Club, 3 Everest Close, Hyde. Cheshire SKI 4 4DY. 
They don't in fact, have any more copies of the tour 
programme but the promoters reckon they 
“weren't 100% brilliant anyway". For details of 
other Everly Brothers merchandise, send an 

office) to: CoastTo Coast Merchandising 
Company, 4179 Hazeltine Avenue, Sherman 
Oaks, California 91423, USA. 










Make sure you get what you 


sure you get 
want for Christmas. 

WsiC&jb 











Which reminds you of the bass on your tapes? 

rmom 

ORTHS ONE? 


If your answer’s the fuzzy mess at the top then you obviously haven’t 
discovered Maxell. Because Maxell tapes have . . ® ^ 

a wider dynamic range and that means virtually ITI HYP 11 f 

distordon-free recording. Break the sound barrier. 

So for bass without buzz, choose Maxell. M^<u»,L«....TVb ra i W H^MateH»i«F.™:o.^ 2 i«« 
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FRANKIE GOES TO HOLLYWOOD The Power Of Love’ SPANDAU BALLET Round and Round’ 


THE BIG SOUND OF 12"SINGLES 

AVAILABLE AT RECORD DEPARTMENTS OF 

WOOLWORTH - LITTLEWOODS 
GREENS ATDEBENHAMS 
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SPANDAU BALLET 




























rehearsing for his big British tour. 
Chris Heath (words) and Virginia Turbett 
(photos) sneaked in for a snoop around. 

Ever wondered how a band gets ready to go on tour? 
Do they just pop on a copy of their latest album the 
night before to remind themselves how the songs 

Nik Kershaw and his band, the Krew, have been 
rehearsing for their Christmas Riddle tour hidden 
away in a huge warehouse on Canary Wharf down 
in London's dockland. They've already been 
practising for some weeks i n more modest 
surroundings but now, with the first night only a 
week away, they have to run through everything 
again and again with the proper stage set, sound 
equipment and lighting. 

When we arrive at one o'clock they're already 
half-way through the set-they've been there since 
breakfast at! 0.30. As they play the songs, Nik 
wanders around the stage singing into the headset 
mike he's trying out for the first time. Occasionally 
he makes everyone stop and go back to the 
beginning of a song, but generally things seem to be 
goi ng wel I. In between songs he pretends to talk to 
the non-existent audience, mutters something to the 
soundman, or practises Iron Maiden-style heavy 
metal guitar solos. 

The last song is one on the new album, "You 
Might", and then they return for the anticipated 
encore of two more songs. Then they're supposed to 
go off stage once more only to be cheered back on 
yet again to play "I Won't Let The Sun Go Down". 

"On the last tour it used to feel si I ly to h- - - 

planned," says Nik, "because I'd only ju:._....... 

playing in clubs where I'd be lucky to get through 
half my set without getting lager thrown over me." 

Lunch is next - leek-and-potato soup, and also 
ham roll for the non-vegetarians like Nik. "Nik's 
really easy to please," says Ian the caterer. "He's r 
fussy at all - though he does like his chocolate." 

While he's munching I ask him —* U! * 


though - my manager d id. If people do get it rigl 
tell them." 

But does the stage show explain the riddle at all? 

"There's nothing particularly special about the 
stage show," he admits, "it's always a bit of a rush- 
if there'd been another month it would have been better 

Not that many people will be put off, will they? 
"There'll be lots of screaming girls, inevitably," he 
says, "but at least they keep quiet during the singing. 
Anyway I'd be happy playing to old age pensioners." 

















THE SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION 
CHRISTMAS SINGLES TWIN PACK. 
FEATURING 

PAUL’S CHRISTMAS GREETING 
PLUS AN EXCLUSIVE LIVE VERSION OF 
‘I CLOSE MY EYES AND COUNTT010! 
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PAUL YOUNG ON TOUR. 

NOVEMBER 

Thurs 29th GLASGOW, Apollo 

Fri 30th EDINBURGH, Playhouse 

DECEMBER 

Sat 1st NEWCASTLE, City Hall 

Mon 3rd MANCHESTER, Apollo 

Tues 4th LIVERPOOL, Empire 

Wed 5th BIRMINGHAM, NEC 

Fri 7th ST. AUSTELL, Coliseum, Cornwall 

Sat 8th BOURNEMOUTH International Centre 

Sun 9th BRIGHTON Centre 

Tues 11th WEMBLEY ARENA 

Wed 12th WEMBLEY ARENA 

Thurs 13th BRIGHTON Centre 

Sat 15th LEEDS, Queens Hall 










DON’T FORGCT-A STREETSOUNDS BOXED SET 
IS THE BEST PRESENT YET. 
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r fP LIKE TO VOTE 
PUT I'M 
NOT SURE I'M ON 
THE REGISTER. 



Unfortunately it’s not until election day that some young 
people discover they aren’t on the electoral register. 

And that means they can’t vote. 

If you were bom before February 16th 1968 and are_ 
qualified to be an elector your name should have been put on 
the registration form sent to your home this autumn. 

If you’re not sure whether it was, pop down to your local 
council offices or main library or post office before December 
16th to check the new 1985 register. 

If your name isn’t on it, someone there will advise you 

what to do | t > s youp vote V don’t lose it. 

Issued by the Home Office. 
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SOUND 

JUDGEMENTS. 


LD20. 

'This fine value system must clearly be 
strongly recommended!’ 

HI FI NEWS & RECORD REVIEW. November 1983 

"This speaker ebbs & flows with the music, 
conveying dynamics as musicians use the term, 
the structure of a piece of music preserved!' 

HI FI ANSWERS. November 1983 

CD 73. 

"Price for price I r 

don't think that as of 
now this player can 
be bettered. Strongly 

recommended" hi fi for pleasure .July 1984 




ST 320L Tuner. 

"Most impressive ? .» j 

is the way that the ■ HZ T ___ _____ ‘ ' ! O 

tuner follows the - - 

dynamic content of the music without unnecessary compression!' 

“Buy this tuner for its excellent FM performance. It is a rare 
gem, and you won't be disappointed'.' hi fi today. November 1983 


PM 230 Amplifier. 

"On the whole 


the PM 230 brings a ~~— 
together an 

impressive blend of ' 
subjective properties for a budget design and this is its strength!’ 




WHAT HI FI. February 1984 


To Marantz Audio (UK) Ltd, 15/16 Saxon Way Industrial Estate, Moor Lane, Harmondsworth, 
Middlesex UB7 OLW. Tel: 01-897 6633. Please send me details of Marantz hi-fi equipment and 
my nearest Marantz Dealer's address. 

Name_Address 






















Memorex 

down at W H. Sm ith 
this Christmas 

















There are 40 pieces of information about pop starts below. Some of them are true - but 
some are complete and utter rubbish. All you’ve got to do is sort out the fact from the fiction. 
Answers are at the bottom of the page. 


1. There used to be seven members of the 
Thompson Twins. 

2. Annie Lennox used to be a newsreader on 
Grampian Television. 

3. Culture Club used to be called The Sex 
Gang Children, 

4. Jim Kerr used to be in a group called 
Johnny And The Self-Abusers. 

5. George Michael is 29 years old. 

6. Bill Wyman of The Rolling Stones is only five 
years younger than Mrs Thatcher. 

7. Holly Johnson used to be an altar boy. 

8. Simon le Bon has had a nose job. 

9. Jon Moss used to be in The Clash. 

10. Duran Duran appear in a Japanese advert 
for Whisky. 

11. Paul Young used to be in Tight Fit's 
backing band. 

12. Ian Craig Marsh of Heaven 17 collects 
newts. 

13. Nick Heyward has a collie dog called 
Rumpole Of The Bailey. 

14. Howard Jones has a cat called Puff. 

15. Michael Jackson recently bought the 
Caribbean island of Nevis and plans to turn it 
into a llama sanctuary. 

16. Red Stripe of The Flying Pickets isn't 
really bald - he shaves his head. 

17. John Taylor's first name, is Nigel. 



18. Andy Taylor's first name is Keith. 

19. Alannah Currie used to be a journalist. 

20. Sade is an American citizen. 

21. Jim Kerr and Chrissie Hynde were married 
on a horse-drawn buggy in New York. 

22. Bananarama once recorded a song called 
"Give Us Back Our Cheap Fares'. 

23. Andrew Ridgeley plays the guitar. 

24. Shirley of Wham! used to be a trainee 
riding instructor. 

25. Alison Moyet keeps hens in her back 

26. Tony Hadley has been having singing 
lessons for the last two years. 


27. Green's father is a famous film director. 

28. Gary Numan once co-piloted Concorde 
from Paris to Rio de Janeiro. 


29. Bono of U2 was recently immortalised in 
wax at Madame Tussauds in London. 


30. Jim Diamond is the second cousin of 
Edwyn Collins of Orange Juice. 

31. Marc Almond once took off his clothes on 
stage and smeared himself with catfood. 

32. Limahl once played the title role in the 
pantomime, Puss In Boots. 

33. Jim Kerr was voted Most Eligible Bachelor 
Of The Year by the readers of a Scottish 
newspaper earlier this year. 

34. Michael Jackson (him again) once applied 
to NASA (the American space agency) to film 
a video in outer space. 

35. Seven pairs of flares belonging to Howard 
Jones were recently auctioned in aid of 
charity at Sotheby’s, London. 

36. David Bowie used to live in an ambulance. 


37. Holly Johnson used to perform a song 
called I’m Sticking With You 'Cause I'm Made 
Out Of Glue". 


38. Annie Lennox used to be in a left-wing jazz 
group called Red Brass. 

39. Frankie GoesTo Hollywood did the 
backing vocals on a single by ABC. 


40. Boy George attended a garden party at 
Buckingham Palace this summer. 


ANSWERS 
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Life with die bands, views from on and off; 

Photographs: Philip Katnitt Text: Peter Goddard 96pp, 65 colour a 





































THE SONY TAPE 
ROCK REVIEW 

WITH THREE QO 

WpV. 

§§§1fei i is 


The Sony Tape Rock Review captures the sights, sounds, flavour 
and attitudes of today's Rock World. 

Reviews of the top thirty current bands and performers, - 
^evaluate their music, looks, lifestyles and opinions. Feature articles 
focus on specific aspects of Rock, such as tours, the making 
of a rock promo, and dance trends. Packed with colour 
pictures, this book-will make a perfect gift, and will provide 
f Z// m in ' de P th ina gW - sometimes controversial, often witty - 
"exciting, ever changing music scene. 

W/ ■ The best thing about Rock Review is that it comes at a 
W. -y very special price when you buy 3 HFS-90 or 4 HF-90 audio 
- tapes from your Sony Tape Dealer, 
go look for the special packs 

at your Sony Tape Dealer today >4 

Before stocks reach rock bottom... I W* E. 








you buy for £2-So ? 


ONE Black Lace 12" single (and a tiny bit of change) 
0.00126 of a trip to New York on Concorde 
FOUR pairs of bicycle clips 
TWO shares in British Telecom (nearly) 
ONE-TWO HUNDRED THOUSANDTH of the house B 
George was going to buy in Hampstead 
TWO pints of lager and a packet of crisps 
TWENTY-ONE pounds of carrots 
FORTY platform tickets atTwyford station 
THIRTY black plastic rubbish bags 


OR 

A COPY OFTHE SMASH HITS YEARBOOK 1985 

choc-full of features, colour, laughs and super-amazing facts 

knowing about including Michael Jackson, Duran Duran, 
Culture Club, Frankie Goes To Hollywood, The Smiths, 
Wham!, Thompson Twins, Echo & The Bunnymen, 
Spandau Ballet, Paul Young and a heck of a lot more besides. 
Well, it wouldn't be the carrots, would it? 










I hear talk 

NEW ALBUM AND CHROME CASSETTE 

INCLUDES 

TALKING IN YOUR SLEEP and GOLDEN DAYS 

VtCJl 



•THE SINGLE FOR ETHIOPIA: 



“We thought there must be 

■Three weeks ago, 

BobGeldofsawa 
television report on 
thefamine in Ethiopia 
and felt "outraged". 

He rang Midge Ure 
and suggested they 
make a record to raise 
money. Midge agreed. 

Then he rang Sting, 

Gary Kemp and Simon 
le Bon. They agreed 
too. Then he rang a lot 
of other people-more 
pop stars, record 
producers, record 
shop owners, 
designers, 
photographers, film 
crews and t-shirt 
manufacturers- and 
they all offered to help 
as well. 38 people 
sang on the record 
(the lyrics are over the 
page). And Peter 
Martin saw it all 
happen. 


9.15 am Sunday, November 25 and 
something’s stirring outside Sarm 
West studios. The road’s being 
blocked off, police are everywhere. 


ound tie 


where Trevor Horn helped Fran 

big deal is about to take place. 
Inside the speckledy-blue bui 


l^omThe SSer news team 
and two American crews. Frantically 

lanky, unshaven, bleary-eyed bloke 
arrives. It’s Bob Geldof, showing ^ 

first shots from Ethiopia, but rather 
than just put my hand in my pocket I 
thought there must be more I can do. 
So I just phoned u^everybody I 

Midge Ure, Sting, Gary Kemp and 


“And then to cut out 
administrative costs I’ll just phone 
Addis Ababa direct and ask them 
what they want, buy it, charter a 
cargo ship and try and get various 


r nsor jeeps total* 
re. That way eve 
through an.' 


he people involved l 


Out of every £1.35 spent on the 
single, £1,00’s worth of food should 

Ure who’ll be producing “Do They 

actually wrote along with Bob). In 
fact he’s already recorded the 

^emusicfansandsmgerstod^fSteir 


and'^td£*«B^SoTgew?fb^ 

seems he’s thrilled to bits to be 
“hero’Phi” ColUns° rd Wlth hlS 











photographedand recorded. Sting’s 

family man these days with his ^ 

centre-parted hair. Paul Weller’s 


Next in are Spandau Ballet. Up they 

Kemp on entering the star-studded^ 
coffee bar, “it’s all a ploy by Island 
R ecord s. Get every popatar except 

Wl Not hareDuran Duran who, like 
Spandau, have just got off the 6.30 am 
plane from Dortmund, Germany. 
Nick is fully made-up and sporting 
ski-goggles while, quite frankly John 


something more we can 


do.” 

-1 










•THE SINGLE FOR El 


>ks a bit of a wreck: “Actually I’m 
another planet. ” Suddenly the 


foXe™ 


red tomorrow (when it 


Phonogram and main stores like WH 


By noon all but Boy George have 
Ljke anyjgoof school assembly ^ ^ 


ggjg Taylor/Paul jif oung/Steve 

camera! Midge, stop talking.” Bono 
and Paul Weller are then asked to stop 
nattering. Marilyn puts on his best 
pout and Francis Rossi even manages 
a slug from his hip flask in between 
each click of the shutter. 

are handedjound^choirboy positions 


consensus is that the song is really 
quite good and all agree that “it’s the 
idea and the feeling behind it that 

After an hour’s worth of takes 
Trevor Horn moves in. Setting up 
one main microphone he gets the 
throng-or Band Aid as they’re 


relatively complex ‘cascading’ 


17 go for a cup of tea. Nick Rhodes 
has a go on the Asteroids machine. 

upstairs to do their ‘solo bits’. 

“Female vocals upstairs now,” is 
the call. Bananarama trot off but not 

Marilyn ?” Eventually a lot of people 
start to leave and a nucleus of^eople 

Jon Moss is there, impatiently 
waiting to do his bit of percussion 
with Phil Collins. Bono’s chatting to 
Simon le Bon while they wait to do 

his girlfriend Trudi, his baby 
daughter, and two small dogs which 
keep sniffing around in every nook 
and cranny. Downstairs John 
Taylor’s scoffing some chilli con 
came, when neil from The Young 
Ones n^eanders throughjvkh the unit 


© 












why: 


Simon le Bon: “ I’m doing it for people who need it. This whole thing just 
shows that people can do something about things if they want to - that’s 
the whole point really, it’s as obvious as that.” 

Nick Rhodes: “I'm doing this mainly because it's a great cause and it will 
raise a lot of money and draw a lot of attention to this problem. I just hope 
it doesn’t stop at this record. Certainly if we get the chance we’ll do more 
in the future." 

John Taylor: "The whole thing serves a dual purpose - it can raise a lot 
of money and I’m really proud of it because it’s a celebration of British 
pop music. I’ve always wished something like The Beatles’ ‘All You 
Need Is Love’ could happen now." 



up.” neil stops for a minute, asks if 
anyone knows how to make herb tea, 
and then slides off to hear an acoustic 
rendition of the song by Paul Weller, 
Bob Geldof and Gary Kemp^ ^ 

into position. John Taylor (who did 
his bass part on Wednesday because 
he thought “playing in front of all 
these posers would be a bit 
unnerving”) and Sting sit next to each 
other, both with basses (Sting doesn’t 
actually pkyo^the record). Midjp 

while Jon Moss coolly stands behind 
his drum and cymbal. Then in the 
background stand Bob Geldof, Paul 
Weller and Gary Kemp, all with 

takes. lt strikes everycme that ^ ^ 
sta^ermg^200mi 


trippy seeing all these faces in om 
tmvroom.^esi son 

>lus bal 

-j (plush—.,------ 

and Bono who’s talking to Sting. 

seems quite natural the way everyone 
has got together, “working for the 

just come in from the cold the scene 

Simon le Bon sharing experiences 
about ‘life on the road’ with Bono? 
Paul Weller getting on famously with 
Marilyn? Dogs and babies in a 
studio? Surely some mistake? 

brandy before he does his vocal. 


George and he gets ug to give him a 
the studio to do his bit. After about 






latpeople 


Geldof.” 

Now all that’s left is a nigh 
mixing by Bob and Midge. 

“They all did their parts in 
well,” smiles one extremely i 
looking Midge Ure. “Withal 


of events that took place earlier 

like that it looks like ancient history, 
fn fact it looks like you weren’t even 
there at all. ’’ And with that he rubs his 
eyes and strolls off back to the studio. 
No matter what you think of the 








































































FEED THE WORLD 

•BUY THIS RECORD* 

The single by BAND AID: DO THEY KNOW IT'S CHRISTMAS. 

All proceeds go to the famine victims of Ethiopia. 

Features 

BANANARAMA BIG COUNTRY BOOMTOWN RATS DAVID BOWIE • PHIL COLLINS CULTURE CLUB DURAN DURAN HEAVEN 17 KOOL AND THE GANG • MARILYN 
PAUL McCARTNEY SPANDAU BALLET ■ STATUS QUO sting THE STYLE COUNCIL ■ ULTRAVOX U2 • JODY WATLEY WHAM PAUL YOUNG 


THIS SPACE HAS BEEN KINDLY DONATED BY SMASH I 













A FOREIGN PLACE 
NIGHT PORTER 
My NEW CAREER 
THE OTHER SIDE OF UFE 





























• There’s two of them. 

• They’ve been called “a cross between Danny La Rue and Rapunzel”. 

• They’ve called themselves “the scabby witches from Scotland”. 

• People think they look like Boy George’s sisters. 

• They produce “good wee songs”, one of which is never off the radio. 

• And they are . . . _ * 

STRAWBERRY 



Damned’s first single, “NewRose" 
on the John Peel Show. The first one 
I bought was a Clash record -1 
thought they were brilliant. 

Rose : I became a punk 'cose it was 
exciting. Before that all you could do 


really boring guys with groovy 
hajrstyles who always try to kiss you. 


interesting people. 

Rose: And being a punk you didn't 
have to conform or anything and 
everybody would take you for what 

Jill : All the people we knew from 
then are the ones who have gone on 
to do more creative things - people 
like Orange Juice and Simple Minds. 
They just used punk to free them of 



The thoughts you've locked away 
When tomorrow comes you 'll wish 
louhadtoday 


Looking tor a reason to go on 
It’s so dear that all we have now 
Are our thoughts of yesterday 

If you're still there when It's all over 
I’m scared I’ll have to say 
That a part of you has gone 
Since yesterday 

Repeal chows 


hatchets and I just had boys bursting 
my bubbles. I was brought up in the 
south side of Glasgow, Rose was 

any place, seems to be the rough 
part. My Mum used to have a flower 
shop but it went bankrupt when the 
Tories got in. And my Dad was a 

is try and sell our records to all his 
re: My Dad was a coalman and 


With nothing left of you 

.. couldn I say 

lon'twantto 

Repeatchorus 


Repeat and ad lib to fade 

Words and music 
Rose McDowall/Jill Biys * * 


., -ant seven different primary 
schools. I turned outto be a real 
tom*boy, climbing trees and things. 

• When did you start 
dressing up? 

Jill: Neither of us look like girls from 
magazines and if we tried to wear 
those sort of clothes we’d just look 
silly. So we wear things that suit us- 
bright things with lots of polka d 
and use lots of make-up to 



all over us. We’d also wear things 
like five pairs of clip on earrings ... 
each. And then we’d drag ourselves 

• What are the main 
differences between you? 

I: Two inches. And one year (Jill’s 


Jill: What a bitch. V_ 

all the time. She can’t keep still. I 
think she must be deeply disturbed - 
by her ‘rock ’n’ roll lifestyle’ or 
something cosmic like that. 


then, we’ve done the LP but we just 
couldn't decide what to release as a 
single, so it’s taken another year to 
release “Since Yesterday”. The next 
one will be out in January though. 

• What kind of music do you 


Jill : My favourite description w 
a nasty live review. It describee __ 
as “pompous Christmas cakes wh 


said our songs sound very ’60s but if 


Jill: Hearing a song can be really 
emotional unlike things like drawing 
They can move you to tears and 
that’s what I hope our music can do. 

• What do you think of the 


favourite groups get on Top Of The 
Pops. If we had control, people like 
The Farmer's Boys and Orange 
Juice would be on every week and 
we’d have brilliant fun. We'd come 


pessimistic. She’s shy and I’m guite 
outgoing. But it proves quite a good 
balance. Also I suppose I’ve got a 
slightly bent nose and when I was 
bom I had hair down to my shoulders 
- they had to cut my eyelashes. I 
looked like a wee monkey. 

• What are your songs 
about? 

Jill: Traumatic things like being 
agoraphobic and not being able to 
go out of the house for a year and 
having my Mum and Dad awful 
upset because of it. I can’t imagine 
why it happened; I just got upset 
once and it spiralled from there. I just 

fast and vow I'd never go out again. I 
had to give up school in the end and 
leave without any qualifications. It 
was punk that saved me. I eventually 
went back to college and then on to 
art school for four years where I got a 


about 10 numbers and annoy 
everybody. As far as I’m concerned, 
people today are just buying the 
wrong records. It’s not their fault; it’s 
just that they’ve not been taught 

American mainstream disco in it for 
a start. That can go. /yid people like 
Wham I and Bananarfema are just a 


’es, in Oxford Street in London 


Rose: ... and I’m going, 'Look 
there’sahalf pence!’ 

"’I: Why do you always ask such 



.._an, you can’t help it i.,- 

born ugly, right, and we don’t help it 
by putting on so much dreadful 
make-up and doing up our hair like 
scabby witches, mat’d be a brillianl 
headline- 'Scabby Witches From 
Scotland!' Like, me and Rose used 
to have this fantasy where we’d go 
up to a cave in Scotland and get rid 
of all our clothes and make outfits 
out of leaves and twigs and liv* in a 
cave and go and steal turnips from 
people's gardens to eat and 




the lot. Then we’d share it and stick it 


is. A lot of them sound like film 


a few years ago. We were really 
serious about it. 

Rose: Yeah, and we’d matt all our 
hair up and get all mucky with mud 
all over our faces. We’d go wild in the 
country and frighten all tne cows. 

• Any other ambitions? 

Rose: I’d like to be a ghost and go 
and haunt groups onstage. I 
wouldn’t haunt people I didn’t like. I’d 
beagroovyghost. 

Jill: Really? Well, I’d like to be in a 
film - a costume drama- and have 
ringlets and a huge dress. But that’s 
completely boring and so trivial as 


the Labour Government to power. 
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AVAILABLE NOW 



THIS SPECIAL PRICED ALBUM 
& CASSETTE OF 12" MIXES 


ALWAYS ASKING QUESTIONS 4-27 

NEWSONG 5-23 

WHAT IS LOVE! 6'34 

LIKE TO GET TO KNOW YOU WELL 7-35 

PEARL IN THE SHELL 6 -44 

TOTALCONDITIONING 6'58 


Produced by Rupert Hine for Gestalt 



16th • CONFERENCE CENTRE, BRIGHTON (EX TRA SHOW) 
I9th-QUEENS HALL, LEEDS 
2lstN-EC, BIRMINGHAM 

24th-HAMMERSMITH ODEON, LONDON (EXTRA SHOW) 


STRAWBERRY SWITCHBLADE 


..... 

HOWARD JONES THE 12”ALBUM 

Distributed by 11160 Records Limited. OA Warner Communicotions Company. 

































ANOTHER LONELY CHRiSTMAS 


FROM TH ELP '1999 


INCLUDES EXTRA TRACK 



i forced to send my 


“Prat” nominations to you. They are: 

1: The Thompson Twins 
(Chunderous photographic 

2: Midge Ure (pointed sideburns); 

3: JohnTaylor(callsmen'guys’); 

4: The Icicle Works (think they're 
Aztec Camera); 

5: Mike Read (likes The Icicle 

Works); 


6: Paul Weller (his haircut!); 

7: George Michael (his haircut!); 

8: Captain Sensible (tries to be 

9: Limahl (pretty useless); 

10: Prince (half-grown moustache); 

11: Freddie Mercury (full-grown 

ETT RS 

12: Tracey Ullman (she’s just so zany); 

I know most of these things haven’t 
got anything to do with music, but then 
neither have most of the people. ^ 

Write to: Smash Hits Letters, B 
London W1V 1PF. The best letl 

Dear Midge Ure, 

12-55 Carnaby Street, 

:er gets a £10 Record Token. 

birthday is that, I hear you cry. Well, 

Nothing like a few gratuitous insults 
to wake up the liver bile, eh? And 

from. Everybody seems to be cross 

myself. If everyone ate sensible 
things like Pot Noodle, they’d 
probably all be as gentle and mild- 
mannered as me. Yum! 

Dear Gary Basford, (Letters, October 

11 and November 8), 

Can I just say that all those Duran 
fans who wrote in complaining about 

Ultravox are “doing something 
different”, are they? Huh! You could 
have fooled me! And even if they are, 
does that give you the right to slag off 
any (or every) other group? Let’s see, 
you managed in the course of your 
interview to write off Wham!, Duran 
Duran, Sade, U2, John Mayall (who?), 
David Bowie and Morrissey. Not to 
mention Fireball XL5 and Des 

O’Connor! Not bad! 

If at 31, you wish to stay ahead of the 
‘pop’ market, perhaps you should try to 
understand ‘young’ groups. Then 
maybe you’d take a more enlightened 

birthday of that multi-talented master 
of the small screen Nicholas Parsons! 

And talking of birthdays, I wouldn’t 
kick Midge Ure - who has achieved 

captaining a team on Pop Quiz- out of 
bed on a cold night! 

Mandy The Midge Fanatic, Haywards 

Can’t quite work out whose side 
you’re on in this burning debate. 

Shall I put you down as a “don’t 

I am writing in defence of Bronski Beat 
who according to Mark and Nasher’s 

Bucks Fizz rolled all over the floor? 
They are a credit to us all. 

Julian Lennon’s Mouth Organ, 
Dagenham. 

Interesting fact: we’ve nearer had a 

Dear Gary Basford, 

I hope you saw your beloved Bucks 
Fizz making complete fools of 
themselves on that stupid TV show 

Give Us A Clue. If that wasn’t enough to 
make you eat your words, then I give 

Yvonne Duran, Basingstoke. 

Dear Midge Ure, 

At last somebody who is not tone 
deaf, somebody with taste, somebody 
with culture who’s a sex bomb at 31, 
has spoken out against the “mighty” 

(ha ha) Wham! and Duran Duran. 

Two Devoted Ultravox Fans, 

Have you noticed that Midge Ure is 
turning into Francis Rossi? Is this why 
the only group Midge didn’t slag off in 

One Who Must Know, Durham. 

Absolute rubbish. And here’s the 

Favourite Toy (Letters, November 8) 

I think that it takes quite a lot of 
nerve to come out into today’s society 
and admit to being gay. Holly and Paul 
of Frankie let society know they were 
gay - but then they shut up about the 
subject. This shows that maybe they 
were embarrassed about the fact they 
are POOFTERS! This word should 
make Holly cringe. Bronski Beat, 
however, are not embarassed to be 

Paul Young’s V. Sexy Trousers As 

Worn On Cannon&Ball, Elland. 

Dear Smash Hits, 

same since the BBC stopped it from 

Grange Hill. And when grumpy old 
Parkie took over from Michael 

Aspel, well, the show lost all grip on 
reality. In the circumstances, Bucks 
Fizz acquitted themselves with 
dignity. But hang on - Gary Basford 
was last month’s thing. “Mr 
Controversy” this issue is that canny 
wee Scot... 

Midge Ure, 

I won’t say “dear”. You’ve got a 
nerve. I agree with you about Wham! 
and Duran and even Sade (November 
8) but when you call Morrissey a “prat” 
you obviously do not know what you 
are talking about. Your jealousy of The 
Smiths and all they stand for - which is 

Another Charming Man, Bradford, 

photographic evidence to prove it. I 
reckon Rossi’s new moustache quite 

What frightful cheek! Do you realise 
that Bitzhas missed a rather important 
day out of its “Happy Birthday” column. 
In the issue ending October 10, you 
included birthdays from September 29 

to October 8. In the next issue you 
carried on from October 11. So, you 
missed out October 10. Whose 

I have just stopped laughing at the 
most pretentious pile of garbage I 

refer to the piece on Dalis Car 
(November 8). Pete Murphy claims 
that the name came from a dream of his 
in which, if he bought Dali's car, he’d 

I would like to refer to Captain 
Beefheart’s 1970 album, “Trout Mask 
Replica”: on side two, track seven 
there is a 1 minute 25 second epic 
called “Dali’s Car”. 

Think up another one, Pete, and 
don’t try to fool all of the people all of 
the time. We are watching. 

The Mascara Snake, Death Valley. 

You are absolutely right, of course, 
but then Captain Beefheart always 
was a bit batty wasn’t he? By the by, 
did you know that long before the 
comic or the sweetie bar, there was 
a horrible old pop show on TV called 


© 



Wham!- right down to the 

youthful Lionel Blair types 
“frugged” in nifty slacks and polo- 
necks to chart hits of the day. Makes 


I am a conscientious student but every 
time I sit down to write my essay, I get 
an urge to read your magazine, so 
could you please make Smash Hits a 
bit more boring in future. Here are a 
few ideas for you: 

1) Competitions. Instead of “50 
Frankie And 50 Wham! Albums Up For 
Grabs”, how about “One Rotting 
Kipper That Was Once Nearly Served 
To A Member Of ZZ Top Up For 
Grabs"? 

2) Instead of having one star 
interviewing another (as with Nick 
Heyward and Feargal Sharkey) why 


unknown interviewing somebody else 
completely unknown - e.g. Elsie 
Pooter interviews the milkman? 

3) Don’t review music, review records 
(e.g. "Well, this is round and flat and 
shiny and black and so is this.. ”N.B. 
No picture discs allowed.) 

4) Songwords. Stick to artists such as 
Vangelis, Sky etc. 

Ellie, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

P.S. After reading your stimulating 
mag, it takes something as boring as 
the whining voice of Gail Tilsley in 
Coronation Street to put me to sleep. 


Your ideas sound quite excellent. 
I’ve long thought that this mag was a 
bit too stuffed with colour, dizzy 
sideways looks at pop, and 
excitement in general. Actually, I 
am seriously considering turning 
these Letters pages over to tables of 

conversions, and diagrams of 
semaphore codes or something 
equally useful. In the meantime, I’m 
sending a £ 10 record token for you to 
spend on the excruciatingly boring 
discs of your choice. 


I was infuriated to read Tom Hibbert’s 
mindless slagging-off of Culture Club’s 

With The House On Fire” (November 
8). Quite apart from the fact that it’s 
easily their best yet, doesn’t he realise 
Culture Club’s fans would buy it even if 
it wasn’t? And that they would follow 
Boy George if he decided to become 
Prime Minister or a meths drinker? 
This is known as devotion. 

Boy George’s Flannelette Nightie, 













get to see it. 















JULIAN LENNON 



V A L O T T E 

Produced by Phil Ramone 

Taken from the Album/Cassette' Vatotte" JLLPI. 
7'available in Limited Edition Fold Out Poster Bag (JL2) 

12" 3-Track includes Limited Edition Full Colour Poster (JL2I2) 
Also available as Limited Edition Shaped Picture Disc(JLS2) 






VIRGIN RECORD STORES 



FOR MUSIC VIDEOS WRAP IT UP AT VIRGIN 





















lust how loud is the new £99.95 Sony? 


silver or red, comes with detachable speakers, graphic equalizer and A.M.S. For a demonstration see your dealer, or the next page. SONY 

© 


The CFS3000 available ins 
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GOOD CLEAN FUN 
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Reproduced by pen 
R On Motown Record, 



If you were going to ask Santa for all yourfave Captain Sensible 
smash hit golden great singles, including Glad It's All Over, 
Happy Talk, Wot, There are More Snakes than Ladders, & One 
Christmas Catalogue, then WAIT!! Some of the world’s finest 
brains have used the very latest in modern technology to ensure 
they're all together on ONE ALBUM... 


AM CHOCK FULL OF GOODIES 


SAVE SAVE 
PAPER! INK! 
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"You might be feeling like de 
and all someone wants 1 



ath with a massive hangover 
o do is take your picture!" 








































• You know what Christmas parties can be like. . . 
Aunty Vi banging out carols on the piano. Mum doling 
out some really dodgy fruit punch. Grandad fishing 
through his old Vera Lynn records for “something 
everyone can dance to” while The Sound Of Music 
flickers away on the telly in the corner. Any minute 
now the sausage rolls and Christmas cake (“Sorry, it’s 
a bit dry”) will be served upon little paper doilies. If 
only you were having a rea/Christmas party with fab 
music, lashings of really edible food and heaps of fun. 

Fear not, help is at hand: ail the ingredients for an 
unforgettable Christmas party can be won right here 
and now. Look at what you can win: 


ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING YOU 
COULD POSSIBLY NEED FOR 
A CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
(except the people) 


WIN I 

















TS YEARBOOK 
nw£250 














w Twentychart-hoggin'hitsononepiggin'greatvideo. ( 
That's 85 minutes of prime promos in sizzling stereo for 
around a ridiculous £19.95. Pig it! And while your face is 
in the trough, don't forget Nows 1,2 and 3. This is the j 
crucial collection. / 

1. Queen-lt'sAHardLife 11. IMik Kershaw-Human Racing 








FRANKIE IN AMERICA 



• They wore rude t-shlrts, stayed in posh hotels, appeared on TV 
shows and even played live. Our spies in New York: David Keeps 
and David Sprague. 


Expectations were high before 

Streets were plastered with their 
advertising slogans and a brisk trade in 
“RELAX” t-shirts was well under way. 


failed to stir things up with their own 
t-shirts which read “FRANKIE SAY SHIT 
THE POLITICIAN”. 

Arriving in New York they moved into 
the posh Berkshire Place Hotel, which 


during their New York dates earlier in 
the year. The foyer of the hotel, on a 
typical night of Frankie’s stay, was 


jammed with rather well-heeled folk 
enjoying a drink or getting ready for the 
theatre. Mob scenes? Sorry, barely a 


They appeared on the very popular TV 
show, Saturday Night Live and the 
general opinion was that they “sucked” 
(i.e. were less than impressive) but, say 
those in the know, everyone looks and 
sounds awful on that show. They also 
did a photo session for the magazine, 
Esquire, where our spies report that 
Nasher and Ped were full of their 
amorous exploits, Holly confessed a 
weakness for designer Giorgio 
Armani’s fashions and all things Italian, 
and Paul Rutherford arrived listening to 
Prince’s LP, “Controversy” on his 
Walkman. Stripping off to get changed 
into smart suits for the photo, Ped 


The Frankie shows proved far less 
revealing, although the tickets were 
sold out and the crowds who crammed 
into their New York shows buzzed with 
excitement. 
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of “Relax” they never even sweat. Paul 
Rutherford admittedly gets a bit moist 
while dancing in his tight t-shirt and 
jeans but Holly looks more like an 
old-fashioned schoolteacher than 
anything else. Decked out in a long coat 
and high collared shirt, he could have 
just stepped fromthepagesof Oliver 
Twist. His onstage chat is just as prim 
and proper too with lots of corny “I love 

New York” li--- - --- 

to be part of 
pop show. 

Having learned the trick of really 
stretching out their hits (and even 
-ilax”), they flesh out songs 


disgrace a heavy metal band. Without 



















UIMS 



millionaire. "Idon’twantmy 
picture all over the world 
with my stomach hanging 
out.” . . CyndiLauper 


meanwhile, was apparently 
quite keen on doing some of 
his part in Done without any 

was the response of the’ 


customer. “He’s so beautiful 
muttered, “that all my staff 

Anri's 

Taylor had this to mutter: 
“Sexto me is like football. 
You do it for the f u n of it and 
then forget all about it.”. . . 
Duran, it seems, were 
actually asked to appearn ■ 
the next Bond movie, A View 
To Kill. They were asked to 
be the live band playing a 
—M:„g scene, but turned it 


John Taylor is having intensive acting lessons. 


recording session for Band 
Aid (dreadful name, by the 
way-most of the 
participants wanted to 
change it), Weller also 
approached George Michael 
and muttered: "Will you do 
something with us for the 
miners?" George replied: 
“Yes, if we can fit it in."Odd, 
this, as by all accounts 
Weller had been" having a 
go” at the boys from 
Wham! . . .Anyway, The 
Style Council have |ust 
beaten Howard Jones, Cyndi 
Lauper and Big Country to 
win the Best Debut Group For 
’84 category in the American 


Hollywood concert, there 
was so much lumping up and 
down in front of the stage 
that the floor collapsed and 
the shdw had to be stopped 
foranhourorsowhilethe 
fire department were called 
in to effect repairs . . . 

Mlitterings popped over to 
Lisbon the otherweek to 
“checkout" the "trendy 
scene" inthoseparts. While 
languishing in the city’s 
excellent Me Bojrclub, 
what should suddenly come 
on but a slide show 
consisting almost entirely of 
snaps of Spandau Ballet 
enjoying a visit to the same 
establishment. Needless to 
say, Steve "Sex Bomb” 
Norman was to be seen with 
adifferentgirlin each 
picture... ’Tis muttered 
that Madness, The 
Specials, UB40. the Belle 
Stars and most of the 
original 2-Tone mob may all 
be recording a single 
together. . .Afterhaving 
had private tuition to help 
himmasterShakespeare, 
Tennyson, Wordsworth etc, 
Lenny Henry recently sat his 
English Language and 
English Literature O-levels. 
But why?" I wanted to prove 
to myself that I could do it," 
hemuttered. “I hope I’ve 
































